Garbage.   There is no garbage pickup on the Island so please take it with you when you leave.  There is a dumpster at the Langdale ferry terminal to accommodate this.  The rule is, if you pack it in, pack it out.  This includes cans and bottles.  There is, at times, people who go collect cans but this is not a regular service so please don’t leave cans and bottles outside your property.  And, of course, don’t ever leave them in the bush or on the beach.  Once per year, usually in early summer, the SCRD barges large “dumpsters” over for a weekend.  Watch for signs for the date and volunteer to help out.  

The Islands Trust and the SCRD are the two “local” levels of government.  The Islands Trust is responsible for preserving the natural surroundings and feel of Keats (and many other Islands) and sets the community plan.  We are part of the Gambier Island Trust Area.  Keats Islanders can vote for “Keats/Gambier” Trustees.  At the time of the writing of this pamphlet, the Chair of the Islands Trust is a resident of Keats.  The SCRD is our “municipal” government.  We are part of Area “F” and get to vote in their elections as well.  The SCRD collects our property taxes and is responsible for parks, the docks, policing, building permits and other infrastructure issues.  
The Eastbourne Community Association (“ECA”) is your community group made up of Eastbourne residents. As with most Community groups, the ECA has no “official” authority but is incorporated and has bylaws and membership. We advocate for our community, work on issues of local concern and are active with the SCRD in both dock and water issues and has been responsible for ensuring dock upgrading and for convincing the SCRD to take over the water system in 2002.  The ECA annual meeting is held in the early summer.   Watch for notice of the date and location. 
PLEASE BECOME A MEMBER!

Contact Info

Emergency:  911

Gibson’s RCMP:  (604) 885-2266
Ambulance: (non emergency)  (604) 885-5191
Marine Distress        1-800-567-5111 or Cell *311
Forest Fire Reports        1-800-663-5555
Sunshine Coast Regional District:
Telephone:  (604) 885-6800

Water Issues/on-island:  (604) 740-9133

e-mail:  info@scrd.ca
www.scrd.ca
BC Ferries/Stormaway:
(604) 886-4420




www.bcferries.com
Mercury Water Taxi:
(604) 921-7451




www.mercurylaunch.com
Islands Trust:
(250) 247-2063


www.islandstrust.bc.ca
Department of Highways, Government of BC

(604) 740-8985


e-mail:  don.legault@gov.bc.ca
Capilano Highway Services (issues with roads)

 (604) -740-0667


e-mail:  mike.becker@capilanohighways,ca
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Living in Eastbourne


We live on Keats Island, an idyllic place surrounded by the best of British Columbia.  Eastbourne is a unique and changing community of about 200 cabins and houses situated on lots that are about anywhere from as little as  ¼ acre to as much as 4 acres.  Eastbourne was historically a “cottage” community with very few full time residents or permanent homes but, as everyone can witness, that is changing.  This brochure is produced by the Eastbourne Community Association to provide information about our community and our Island to neighbours and newcomers.  

www.keatsisland.net
Keats Island

Eastbourne is only one part of Keats Island.  On the west side of the island is Keats Landing where you can find a large outdoor camp (Keats Camp) run on land owned by the Baptist Convention.  The camp is surrounded by about 70 residences that for the most part look out towards Gibsons.  On the north side of the Island sits Barnabus camp, which is a non-denominational Christian family camp also used for corporate and other retreats in the non-summer months. Between the two camps on the west side of the Island is Plumper Cove Provincial Park with camping and marine facilities.  For the hiker, there are trails throughout the park and through Keats Camp to Salmon Rock on the southwest tip.  Ask your neighbours for directions to these and other beautiful hikes such as Highest Peak and Pebble Beach. 

Other residences line the west and north shoreline of the Island. Inland from Eastbourne there are about thirty 10-acre parcels, many with homes on them.   There is a main road across the Island, a “Horseshoe” road servicing the 10 acre lots, plus the many lanes within Eastbourne.  All roads are unimproved gravel and children, dogs and walkers are common, so slow and careful is the rule if you are driving.  Noisy vehicles are an issue for residents particularly in the summer. Please remember you are sharing Eastbourne and Keats Island with many other people.  
The Island has a growing number of full time residents, mostly in Eastbourne however, in the summer months, hundreds of people call Keats home. As of yet, however, there are very few commercial services on Keats.  There are a few contractors who are well known and the Barnabus store is open for a number of weeks in the summer and is a great destination for ice cream or a latte.   
What’s Up? Eastbourne has 4 main sources of information.  First, there is an excellent publication that comes out once per year called Tidelines.  Look for it in May/June each year and be prepared to contribute items to it. The Editor is always looking for content and help. Second, there is a website maintained by one of our residents that has lots of info on Keats Island. Third, there is the Bulletin Board at the top of the road from the Eastbourne government dock. Look here for items for sale, events, etc. Fourth, there is the best source of information, word of mouth.  News travels fast in Eastbourne.  Get to know your neighbours.  

	Public Access to Eastbourne is via 2 government docks, one at Eastbourne and one at Keats Landing.  Both docks are owned and managed by the Sunshine Coast Regional District (the SCRD).  Of course the Eastbourne dock is closer to us but the Keats Landing dock is larger and is the closest point to Gibsons.  There is also a public ramp next to the dock in Keats Landing.  Any issues regarding any dock should be addressed to the SCRD.  Both of these docks are governed by regulations issued by the SCRD.  You can find those regulations detailed at the main SCRD website, www.scrd.ca.



Mercury Water Taxi provides regular scheduled service from Horseshoe Bay to Eastbourne Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays.  Reservations are always necessary.  Check the bulletin board or the web site for a schedule.  BC Ferries offers daily service via the Stormaway at both the Eastbourne dock and the Keats Landing to Langdale to connect with the Langdale - Horseshoe Bay ferry. Check carefully as connections between the Stormaway and the Langdale ferry are not always well timed and some runs are “request only”. Dock etiquette is that passengers line up at the top of the ramp to the float so that first come get on the boat first.  



Drinking Water in Eastbourne is managed by the SCRD.  The system is designed to deliver potable water to each property line. This is a tax based system separate from your property taxes and you will receive a bill both for access and for usage once per year.  Metering is on the way.  The “Low Flow, Distributed Storage” system delivers water at the rate of ½ gallon per minute to your property metre and, thus, property owners must have their own storage tank, typically 1,000 gallons.  Owners are encouraged to fill their storage tanks while on the Island and turn off their tank inflow valve when they depart the Island. It is your responsibility to ensure that your water storage tanks are cleaned and thus the water stays potable. For more information on the water system call the SCRD. Residents are strongly encouraged to conserve water especially in the dry summer months.  Water remains a precious commodity on the Island and we have limited supplies. 

Fire is our biggest concern and worst enemy.  The community has some fire fighting equipment and some individuals who help overseeing equipment maintenance. Residents and property owners are strongly encouraged to ensure they have adequate fire equipment on site and to work with neighbours in the vicinity of your property to ensure you can answer a fire.  No open fires are permitted throughout the community in the dry summer months from the May long weekend until the first real rains of the fall – usually October 15th.  That means everyone.  If you see a fire, sound the alarm and call 911. 
Roads are the responsibility of the Provincial Department of Highways and they have contracted the maintenance of those roads out to Capilano Highway Services.  If you have a comment or a question about the roads in Eastbourne or on Keats, we encourage you to contact Mike Becker at Capilano Highways or Don Legault at Department of Highways. We know they only respond if many people call.  

Beaches in Eastbourne are all public. Please be respectful of your neighbours on the beach and control your dogs and music.  And be sure to clean up after yourself.  There are no facilities on the beaches (toilets or otherwise).  The stairs to some of the beaches are maintained by you the community and there is funding available to fix or build stairs.  Contact the ECA for funding applications.   
